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COMMENCEMENT 

PROCESSIONAL 
Pomp and Circumstance by Edward Elgar 

 
INVOCATION 
Chisum Rush 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Phillip Bruce Lopez 
 

INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATION OF STUDENT AWARDS 
Dr. Ryan Tipton, President 

 
STUDENT ADDRESS 

Josephine Crump, Student Representa ve 
 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES 
Dr. Brianna Lopez, CAO, Vice President of Academic Affairs 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Lee Roberson, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
Steve Appel, Vice President of Campus Facili es and Athle cs  

 
INDUCTION INTO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Laura Cas llo, Board of Trustees 
 

RECESSIONAL 
Rondeau by Jean-Joseph Mouret 

 

ORDER OF CEREMONY  
10:00 AM 



COMMENCEMENT 

ORDER OF CEREMONY  
2:00 PM 

PROCESSIONAL 
Pomp and Circumstance by Edward Elgar 

 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Dr. Kevin Waldrop 

 
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATION OF STUDENT AWARDS 

Dr. Ryan Tipton, President 
 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Congresswoman Teresa Leger Fernández  

 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES 

Dr. Brianna Lopez, CAO, Vice President of Academic Affairs 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Lee Roberson, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

 
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 

Steve Appel, Vice President of Campus Facili es and Athle cs  

 
INDUCTION INTO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Laura Cas llo, Board of Trustees 

 
RECESSIONAL 

Rondeau by Jean-Joseph Mouret 

 



MISSION AND VALUES 

University of the Southwest is a Christ-centered educa onal community dedi-

cated to developing men and women for a life me of servant leadership by 

emphasizing individual faith, responsibility, and ini a ve.  

 

Faith 

Teaching at University of the Southwest adheres to belief in God, in the Bible 

as the inspired Word of God, in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and in the sep-

ara on of church and state. 

Excellence 

University of the Southwest strives for excellence in academic curriculum, 

campus life programming, and student ac vi es in a suppor ve educa onal 

community where freedom of thought and expression is honored and the 

demonstra on of faith in acts of service is encouraged. 

Diversity and Inclusion 

At University of the Southwest, students are instructed and mentored by a 

faculty and staff who demonstrate Christ-centered values and maintain an 

environment where students can live and work coopera vely, valuing the 

mul ple cultures from which they come. 

Service 

As a community of ini a ve, University of the Southwest challenges gradu-

ates to become enterprising members of our society, contribu ng to the com-

mon good by advoca ng and par cipa ng in the produc ve commerce of free 

enterprise, the cons tu onal privilege of self-government, and the prac cal 

contribu ons of community service.  

MISSION 

VALUES 



CLASS REPRESENTATIVE 

Josie Crump is from Rio Rancho, New Mexico. Her mother and father are 
Lianne Crump and Robert Crump, and she has three siblings, Jackie, Julie, 
and Richard Crump. She is receiving her Bachelor’s in Criminal Jus ce with 
a minor in Psychology. She played soccer here at USW for four years and 
will con nue her educa on at Willame e Law School in the Fall of 2024.  

JOSEPHINE CRUMP 



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Congresswoman Teresa Leger Fernández represents New Mexico’s 3rd Con-
gressional District. Teresa is a 17th genera on Northern New Mexican. 
Born in Las Vegas, New Mexico, she was part of the state’s first Head Start 
class. Teresa went on to graduate from Yale and Stanford Law School. 
 
A er law school, Teresa worked as an a orney and advocate and won im-
portant legal ba les to advance vo ng rights, promote tribal sovereignty, 
and protect our environment and acequia waters. She also served as an 
acequia commissioner. As a public interest lawyer, she helped secure nearly 
a billion dollars for and then helped build schools, rural health clinics, 
broadband, businesses, affordable housing, and cri cal infrastructure for 
New Mexico. She has worked to protect vo ng rights and create a more 
inclusive democracy. She was also a Clinton and Obama presiden al ap-
pointee and worked as a White House Fellow on housing issues and as Vice 
Chair of the Advisory Council on Historic Preserva on. 
 
In Congress, Teresa serves on the House Rules Commi ee as Ranking Mem-

ber of its Subcommi ee on Legisla ve and Budget Process. Democra c 

Leader Hakeem Jeffries placed his trust in the congresswoman to represent 

the minority in this powerful commi ee. She also serves on the House 

Commi ee on Natural Resources as the Ranking Member of its Subcom-

mi ee on Indian and Insular Affairs. As Ranking Member, her focus is to 

build on the momentum from last Congress. When Leger Fernández was 

chair of the subcommi ee, they made historic investments and passed the 

STOP Act to crack down on the trafficking of tribal cultural items.  

Congresswoman Leger Fernández also serves on the House Commi ee on 
Educa on and the Workforce. As a member of the Subcommi ee on Higher 
Educa on and Workforce Development, she is commi ed to making the 
paths to higher educa on and workforce development equitably available.  
 

 

CONGRESSWOMAN TERESA LEGER 

FERNÁNDEZ 



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

 
For her advocacy and work for women’s rights, Teresa’s colleagues voted 
her to be the Vice Chair of the Congressional Democra c Women’s Cau-
cus. Teresa also serves as a member of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. 
Teresa is the Co-Chair of the Na onal Labs Caucus and the Rural Broadband 
Caucus. She is also a proud member of the following: Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus, Diabetes Caucus, Labor Caucus, LGBTQ+ Equality Caucus, 
Mental Health Caucus, Na onal Heritage Area Caucus, Na ve American 
Caucus, PFAS Caucus, Pro-Choice Caucus, Rural Caucus, Ski Caucus, and the 
Assis ng Caregivers Today (ACT) Caucus. 
 
When the U.S. Forest Service started the biggest fire in New Mexico’s histo-
ry in April of 2022, people lost their homes, their ranches, and their liveli-
hoods. Teresa knew the USFS must be held accountable and secured a 
pause on prescribed burns. She helped pass the Hermit's Peak Calf Canyon 
Fire Assistance Act securing $3.95 billion to create an en rely new program 
to compensate vic ms of the fire and pay for the replacement of the dam-
aged Las Vegas water treatment facility so that residents could have access 
to clean water.  
 

Teresa believes everyone needs access to health care no ma er their in-

come, insurance, or zip code. Quality and affordable health care is essen al 

for our communi es to thrive. As a breast cancer survivor, she understands 

how important it is to protect individuals with pre-exis ng condi ons. As 

someone who lost two brothers to addic on, she wants to make sure no 

family experiences the same pain that her family did. In Congress, she intro-

duced the Campus Preven on and Recovery Services for Students Act to 

address alcohol and substance use on college campuses. 

CONGRESSWOMAN TERESA LEGER 

FERNÁNDEZ 



• Cum Laude •• Magna Cum Laude  ••• Summa Cum Laude  

C A N D I D AT E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  

 
David Patrick Amaya•••  
General Studies  

Mireya Karina Aranda•  
General Studies  

Sage Morgan Bonner•  
General Studies  

Luis Calvillo 
General Studies  

Angela Danner-Gamble 
General Studies 
Samantha Katrina Dreibelbis 
General Studies 

Felip Malik Malone 
General Studies 
Angel Marquez 
General Studies 
 
 

 
Kayla Rose Reynaud••  
General Studies 
Kaitlin Dawn Reynolds••  

General Studies 

Jorge Alan Sanchez 
General Studies  

Lisa Marie Snell 
General Studies  

Tavares Ceaser Tims 
General Studies  

Amaya Marie Vasquez  
General Studies  

Des ny Felicity Villanueva  
General Studies  

Tyler Juwann Watkins 
General Studies  

 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 

Desirae Bryauna Criswell 
Management 

Halie Michelle Cruz• •  
Healthcare Management 

Dakota Cummings 
Sports Management 

William Kessler 
Energy Management 

Phillip Bruce Lopez 
Management 

Angel J. Marban 
Sports Management 

Aus n Tyler McDonnell•  
Sports Management 

Saydie Rayanna Miles 
Healthcare Management 

Mason Tyler Musgrave•  

Management 

Abigail Lauren Olivas• •  

Management 

 
Jonathan Damian Olivas 
Management 

Bojana Pejovic• 

Marke ng 

Aaron Ma hew Peters• 
Management 

Brandon Anthony Portocarrero 
Energy Management 

Hope Nina Quinones 
Management 

Angel Gabriel Rios 
Management 

Jesus Enrique Rivas 
Energy Management 

Chisum Rush• •  

Management 

Samuel Temesghen Yohannes 
Accoun ng 

 



C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

• Cum Laude •• Magna Cum Laude  ••• Summa Cum Laude  

Jesus Baldonado 
Criminology and Criminal Jus ce 

Tarren Rey Burrola 
Exercise Science 

Jose Chavez 

Criminology and Criminal Jus ce— 
Homeland Security 

Josephine Crump 
Criminology and Criminal Jus ce 

Caden Bryce Davis 
Criminology and Criminal Jus ce— 
Law Enforcement  

Teresa Deleon 
Psychology 

Sierra Rae Flores 
Psychology 
Isaiah Thomas Garcia 
Exercise Science 

Joshua Charles Jennings•••  
Psychology 

Sylvia Jasel Lona 
Criminology and Criminal Jus ce 

Marley Mariah Moralez••  

Biology—Pre Medicine 

Aniya M. Odom 
Psychology 

Armando Pando 
Criminology and Criminal Jus ce 

Amanda E. Perez 

Exercise Science 

Iaan Jus ce Rodriguez 

Exercise Science 

Eliazar Marcelo Torres 

Biology—Pre Medicine 

Arle e Joselyn Yanez 
Biology 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION 

Beverly B. Bradley 
Kinesiology and Exercise Science 

Katherine Leigh Buescher 
Secondary Educa on—Mathema cs 

Lauryn R. Castaneda 
Elementary Educa on—Language Arts 

Marriah Cecilia Davis 
Elementary Educa on—Science 

Ruby Ann Espinoza 
Early Childhood Educa on 

Melissa Glover•••  
Elementary Educa on—Language Arts 

Dora Maria Lopez 
Early Childhood Educa on 

Olivia Diane Morelli••  
Elementary Educa on—Language Arts 

 
 
 
 
 

Joshua Reginaldo Olivas 
Kinesiology and Exercise Science 

Maya Anahi Sanchez 
Kinesiology and Exercise Science 

Valeria Cristal Rodriguez Sanchez•••  
Kinesiology and Exercise Science 

Latarryus Jahdai Smith 
Kinesiology and Exercise Science 

Kyleigh Danielle Williams 
Early Childhood Educa on 

Lisa C. Zamora•  
Early Childhood Educa on 

Elizabeth Zuniga•  
Secondary Educa on—Social Science 
 



*Graduate with Distinction **Graduate with High Distinction  

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  
MASTER OF ARTS 

 
Ryan Tate 
Chris an Studies 

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Candise Lizama Aragon 
Self—Design 

Jessica Danielle Gamboa 
Executive Track 

Apolonio Garcia 
Self—Design 

Ne-Miah Praise Gentry 
Strategic Management 

Tyler Robert Herrod** 
Marketing  

Anely Marcilla** 
Accounting 

Andrea Patricia Martinez 
Self—Design 

Matthew M. Miller 
Healthcare Management 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnnie Ann Montalvo** 
Human Resource Management 

Tori Mykal Patterson 
Project Management 

Michele Pearson 
Human Resource Management 

Christian Felipe Pimentel 
Finance  

Brian Rodriguez 
Finance 

Gabriella Ruiz 
Sport Management and Recrea on 

Gerardo Tenorio 
International Business 

Priscilla Marie Zamora 
Public Administration  



*Graduate with Distinction **Graduate with High Distinction  

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  
MASTER OF SCIENCE  

Hussein Abujajeh** 
Biology—Gene cs 
Timothy Paul Adams** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Majeda Al Rawahneh 
Biology—Gene cs 
Robert Braxton Ashford** 
Psychology 

Omar Baldenegro Balderas 
Kinesiology  

Caitlin Blount** 
Biology-Gene cs 

Dominique Kashe Bradley** 
Kinesiology 

Jamell Bradley 
Kinesiology 

Judy Elise Branch* 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Briana Leigh Brock 
Sports Psychology 

Kyle Cleary 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Latonia Cox 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Thao Dai** 
Biology—Gene cs 

Tori Darnell** 
Biology - Forensic 

Mary Katelyn Davis** 
Biology - Forensic 

Michael A. Dominguez** 
Sports Psychology 

Kristen Alyse Drake 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Kayla Maria Duran** 
Health and Human Performance 

Faian Fairweather** 
Medical Sciences 

Nicole Faulkner** 
Biology - Gene cs 

Rebecca Anne Floyd** 
Biology - Forensic 

Joseph Foreman Jr. ** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Lee David Freeman** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Abbey Meaghan Frenz 
Biology - Forensic 

Arnecia L. Gallop** 
Biology - Forensic 

Kim Gurley 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Jace Rio Hall** 
Sports Psychology 

Yolanda Michelle Harman** 
Biology - Forensic 

Adrianna A. Horton 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Daesia Jameslouis** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Lauren Jones** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Samantha Jones 
Medical Sciences 

Seena Khajavi 
Biology - Gene cs 

Demario Rashad Kohn** 
Medical Sciences 

Beau Alan Kolodzieczak 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Caden Thomas Ledbe er** 
Kinesiology 

Ariana Lezama 
Biology - Forensic 

Elsa Lopez 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Richard Zechariah Lucero** 
Kinesiology 

Felicia Kay Luffman 
Medical Sciences 



*Graduate with Distinction **Graduate with High Distinction  

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  
MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Jeffery Mayo 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Jasmine Maria McNeil 
Psychology 

Bobbi Meim 
Biology - Forensic 

Ashlyn Blaire Moran* 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Beth Leanne Moses** 
Kinesiology 

Brady D. Olson 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Benjamin Onyejuruwa 
Biology - Gene cs 

Jacqueline Oster 
Psychology 

Sierra Nicole Quinones** 
Biology - Gene cs 

Vicki Rae Richardson** 
Kinesiology 

Megan Romkema 
Biology - Forensic 

Johanna Pabellon Roque 
Biology - Gene cs 

Ishmael Rowe 
Psychology 

Anna Rebeka Rowley* 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Raven Tiffany Saddler 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Jennifer Lynn Schroeder 
Sports Psychology 

Sco  Schwertly** 
Sports Psychology 

Carly Elizabeth Shaw** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Eliza Murphy Snowbarger 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Chris na Lynn Sparks** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

 

Lanny Temperino 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Adalyn Thomas 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Brandon Thomas** 
Psychology 

David Wayne Thomas 
Kinesiology 

Mimi LáFran Thomas 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Natasha Thompson 
Medical Sciences 

Chris n Michelle Tolen no** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Albert Tran** 
Biology - Gene cs 

Kendell Travis 
Sports Psychology 

Valeria Elizabeth Trevino** 
Sports Psychology 

Julie Vanwagoner** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Alexandria Vasquez** 
Biology - Gene cs 

Stephanie Venhaus** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Jessica Vigil** 
Biology - Gene cs 

Starr Warren** 
Kinesiology 

Chris ne S. Waterhouse** 
Biology - Forensic 

Lily Marie Williams** 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Alexis Wooten 
Biology - Forensic 

David L. Wright 
Psychology 

Casey A. Yates 
Psychology 
 
 



*Graduate with Distinction **Graduate with High Distinction  

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION 

 
Rosa Abundiz** 
School Counseling 

Jus n Thomas Adams** 
Educa onal Leadership  

Cameron Charles Adrian** 
School Counseling 

Diana Mireya Aguilar 
Teaching and Learning 

Demori Aranda 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Deana L. Armijo** 
Teaching and Learning 

Andy Arrieta 
Special Educa on 

Noemi Barbosa** 
School Counseling 

Moriah Alviar Branson 
Educa onal Diagnos cs  

Erin Michelle Breneman** 
Teaching and Learning 

Kacie Brown 
Special Educa on 

Amanda Maxine Burrage* 
School Counseling 

Robert Calderon** 
Teaching and Learning 

Bobby Clark** 
Teaching and Learning 

Kristal Michelle Coffer 
Teaching and Learning 

Susan Conder** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs  

Alyssa Cox** 
School Counseling 

Jordan Lynn Cromie* 
School Counseling 

Sarah Alyssa Damian** 
Teaching and Learning 

Allyson Ririe Datwyler* 
School Counseling 

 

Amanda Donahoe* 
School Counseling 

Erica Donald* 
School Counseling 

Ronor Escabarte** 
Special Educa on 

Felix Espinoza** 
School Counseling 

Charles Demetrius  Fonteneau* 
School Counseling 

Edward Allen Furby** 
Teaching and Learning 

Monica Nicole Garcia** 
Special Educa on 

Olivia Dawn Gates 
School Counseling 

Kierra A. Gee 
School Counseling 

Jillian Generotzky** 
Special Educa on 

Elizabeth Gerard 
Special Educa on 

Nicolle R Gibson** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs  

Yanira Serrano Gonzales** 
Teaching and Learning 

Jason Guinee** 
Teaching and Learning 

Danielle Gurnea** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs  

Caitlyn Rhea Halbert** 
Teaching and Learning 

Rania M Hassan** 
School Counseling 

Tikisha Wonye  Haynes 
Higher Educa on and Adult Learning 

Laura Seward** 
School Counseling 

Misty Hiner** 
Teaching and Learning 
 
 



*Graduate with Distinction **Graduate with High Distinction  

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION 

Jolynn Hinkle 
Teaching and Learning 

Kimberly Ito 
School Counseling 

Ellaweas Jackson 
Special Educa on 

Madison Marie Jones* 
School Counseling 

Rachel Frye Joseph 
School Counseling 

Natasha Kirkendoll** 
School Counseling 

Melinda Luthman 
School Counseling 

Ashley Breanne Lyon** 
School Counseling 

Jody Mar nez** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Marteena Mar nez* 
Educa onal Leadership 

Patricia Marcus** 
School Counseling 

Joseph Benton Maxie** 
Teaching and Learning 

Amberley McClean** 
School Counseling 

Megan McQueen** 
School Counseling 

Shelby Meo 
School Counseling 

Joshua Dennis Messer** 
School Counseling 

Kimberly Mi s** 
School Counseling 

Mary Monahan** 
School Counseling 

Jana Montgomery** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Adella Mowrey 
Teaching and Learning 

 

Natalie A. Nelson 
Teaching and Learning 
Lindsay Ann Nichols** 
School Counseling 

Lane e Louise Niemeyer 
Special Educa on 

David L Owens III* 
School Counseling 

Jea'nne Palma-Hughes** 
School Counseling 

Kathryn Marquerite Pa erson** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Wendy Zuverink Perry** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Thailyza Veronica Pren ss** 
Teaching and Learning 

Kimberly Quackenbush** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Lisa Reaves 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Lucelia Rodriguez 
School Counseling 

Donna Carol Romero** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Julia Rothchild-Silliboy 
Teaching and Learning 

Amy Rzepecki** 
School Counseling 

Lacie Sanders** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Kaitlyn Nicole Schanhals* 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Jason Shelton 
School Counseling 

Kristen Sidor** 
Teaching and Learning 

Erika Irene Solano** 
Teaching and Learning 

Diana Elizabeth Soto 
School Counseling 
 



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION 
C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  

Michealene Spencer* 
School Counseling 

Kymberly Spicer-Gonzalez** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Jennifer Jone a Staski** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Katherine Stevens** 
Teaching and Learning 

Febie Nohara Sunico 
Teaching and Learning 

Bri any A. Suniga** 
Teaching and Learning 

Lydia Torres** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Cynthia Tovar** 
Teaching and Learning 

Jesus Chris an Trejo** 
Teaching and Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erika Valeriano-Mar nez** 
School Counseling 

Michelle Vigil** 
Teaching and Learning 

Andres Valen ne Villa** 
Teaching and Learning 

Nadia Villa** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Seth Vipperman 
School Counseling 

Juana Iris Landaverde-Voight 
School Counseling 

Araceli Young** 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

Maria Fabiana Zreibi* 
Educa onal Diagnos cs 

*Graduate with Distinction **Graduate with High Distinction  



*Graduate with Distinction **Graduate with High Distinction  

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S  
DOCTOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. Christelle Magali Gigant** 
Strategy and Innova on 

Dr. Charles William Haynes** 
Strategy and Innova on 

Dr. Frankie Lindsey Hedrick** 
Leadership and Organiza onal Development 

Dr. Belinda Johnson-Corne ** 
Leadership and Organiza onal Development 

Dr. Zoya Kidd 
Strategy and Innova on 
 

Dr. Gretchen Knutson* 
Leadership and Organiza onal Development 

Dr. Bizuayehu Ambaye Lema** 
Data Analy cs 

Dr. Manjit Kaur Sooch** 
Strategy and Innova on 

Dr. Wendy McCormick Stewart* 
Self-Design 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION 

Dr. Marrieta K Appling* 
Self-Design 

Dr. Godswill Barrah* 
Self-Design 

Dr. Kamil C Cooper** 
Self-Design 
 
 

Dr. Tiffany T. Grimes 
PK-12 Administra on 

Dr. Lauren Anna Irwin** 
Educa onal Psychology 
 
 
 

 



HONOR GRADUATES 
Gradua ng seniors who have completed 30 semester hours at University of 

the Southwest with an excep onal cumula ve grade point average (GPA) 

receive the following honors: 

 

 Summa Cum Laude; “with highest honors”- students with GPA of 4.00 

 Magna Cum Laude; “with high honors”- students with a GPA of 3.90 

 Cum Laude; “with honors”- students with a GPA of 3.80 

 

Master’s level and  Doctoral level students who have completed a degree at 

University of the Southwest with an excep onal cumula ve grade point 

average receive the following honors: 

 

 Graduate with High Dis nc on; students with GPA of 3.95 - 4.00 

 Graduate with Dis nc on; students with GPA of 3.90 - 3.94 

 

AWARDS 
Academic Excellence Award– Presented to the gradua ng senior with the 

highest cumula ve grade point average. 

 

Dean’s Award- Presented to the gradua ng senior who best represents the 

ideals of the university in their community. 

 

President’s Award- Presented to the Master graduate who best represents 

the ideals of the university in their community.  

 

Trustees’ Award- Presented to Doctoral graduate who best represents the 

ideals of the university in their community.  



* Emeriti who are deceased.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

*Linda Aycock 
Professor of Educa on 

*Dr. Gary A. Dill 
President Emeritus 

Dr. Sue Fox 
Professor of Educa on 

John Larry Goldman 
Professor of History/Poli cal Science 

*Tyler James  
Head Golf Coach Emeritus  

 

Will Roan 
Professor of Mathema cs 

*Kenneth Sagerty 
Professor of Educa on 

*Dr. Marilyn Smith 
Professor of Educa on 

*Joan M. Tucker  
President Emerita 

Robert Woodmansee 
Professor of Biology 

 

EMERITI 

 Mr. Ken Bromley 
Mr. Cliff Brunson 
Mr. Brad Caress 

Laura K. Cas llo, Esquire 
Mr. Gary Eidson 

Mrs. Heather Evans 
Mrs. LeAnne Gandy 
Mrs. Kris  Goodwin 
Dr. George L. Klein 

Mr. James D. Lackey 

Michael Newell, Esquire 
Mr. Lee Roberson 

Mr. Richard Sanchez 
Dr. Elaine Sena Cortez 

Mr. David Shaw 
Mr. Brian Snider 

Mr. Samuel S. Spencer, Jr. 
Mrs. Lizabeth White 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

DISCLAIMER 

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this program, prin ng 

deadlines and other factors some mes prevent inclusion of graduates’ names 

or may result in publica on of names of individuals who have not completed 

gradua on requirements. This program, therefore, should not be used to de-

termine a student’s official academic or degree status, and the university 

makes no representa ons as such and further reserves all rights to amend, 

alter, or delete the contents of this program at any me. 

 

USW sincerely appreciates the following community partners for 
their role in making the 2024 Commencement a memorable event! 
 
Be the LIGHT Photobooth & Co.    
Carbonlily  
Gomez Pro Audio Visual              
Heaven Scent Flowers and Gi s          
OMG Prin ng 
Rockwinds Community Links 
Winners World 
                                  


