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MASTER OF EDUCATION (MSE) 

 TEACHING AND LEARNING (NON- LICENSURE) 

COURSE LIST W/ COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

EDUC 5103 Educational Research & Academic Writing: 

This course is an overview of research involving locating, analyzing, evaluation and educational research. 

Studies in current issues in education, development of skills in data collection and evaluation, and direct 

application to educational problems and decisions is included. 

EDUC 5283 Current Trends & Issues in Education: 

A course that examines the current landscape of public education including the social, legal, and ethical 

issues in education that impact teaching and learning. The professional roles and responsibilities of the 

educator in relation to these issues will also be examined. 

EDUC 5113 Ensuring Equity Through Cultural Responsiveness in Diverse School Contexts: 

Examination of the literature on cultural competence, culturally responsive teaching practices as well as the 

importance of and strategies for establishing a school culture that is inclusive, equitable and supports 

learning. Strategies for incorporating an asset-based framework and providing meaningful, relevant, and 

coherent instruction that supports the success of all learners will be covered. Emphasis will be placed on 

collaboration with parents/families to support optimal access and opportunity for PK-12 learners. 

EDUC 5223 Teaching & Learning Theories & Models: 

This course provides an overview of learning theories and theoretical perspectives on learning, cognition, 

and cognitive development and an examination of theoretical constructs and models for teaching and 

learning in diverse and complex school contexts. 

EDUC 5213 Curriculum Design & Implementation: 

This course provides an overview of instructional design theories and frameworks for PK-12 learning 

environments.  Topics include: Backwards Design Framework, gradual release of responsibility, 

scaffolding, instructional coherence, and instructional alignment. 

EDUC 5483 Innovation in Education: 

An examination of emerging technologies in education and ways to leverage technology to support 

innovations that lead to advancements and improvements in learning.  Topics include: creativity, inquiry-

based learning, critical thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, the networked/connected teacher, 

establishing a culture of innovation, and personalized learning frameworks. 

EDUC 5423 Assessment & Evaluation of Learning: 

This course is an examination of assessment and evaluation methods, strategies and tools, emphasizing 

authentic learning and assessment and the importance of ensuring instructional alignment through a 

Backwards Design approach to planning for instruction. 

EDUC 5183 Instructional Leadership: 

This course delves into the school leader's role in promoting the learning and success of all students 
within a learning organization. Candidates explore facilitating professional learning and collaboration, 
utilizing data for learning improvement, and aligning curriculum, assessment, and instruction. Emphasis 
is on ensuring high academic achievement for all students and fostering equity. 10 hours of fieldwork are 
required.

EDUC 5343 Education Law & Special Education Law 

This course covers the historical basis of special education and laws governing those services, with an 
emphasis on litigation, legislation, and laws pertaining to the delivery of special education support and 
services. Topics such as the six principles of IDEA, Section 504, parental rights and due process, and 
discipline will be covered in depth. 



EDUC 5263 Capstone Project: 
In this final capstone course, candidates apply the acquired competencies by developing a graduate-level 
project to create meaningful change in schools. Candidates identify an issue impacting student learning 
and formulate a comprehensive plan to address it. Prerequisites include approval from the Program 
Coordinator.
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