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Room naming ceremony honors hard work and
generosity of Hobbs family
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University of the Southwest celebrated the contributions and livelihood of the Bill and
Wanda Ericksen family April 23 in room naming ceremonies on campus.
The Ericksens were long-time residents of Hobbs where they operated several
business including Link Rat Hole, which was later renamed Auger Air. Mr. Ericksen died in 2006 and Mrs. Ericksen now lives in the Dallas area where their
daughter, Heidi Knight, resides.

Summer 2010

2010 Commencement – the USW Alumni Association
welcomes its newest members

USW honored the Ericksen’s contributions by naming three areas after the couple. The foyer of the university’s newest dormitory was named after the couple;
the courtyard of the new dorm was named after Mr. Ericksen; and a classroom
(Room 112) in the Mabee Teaching and Learning Center was named after Mrs.
Ericksen, who was an educator in the area for several years. Born in Oklahoma,
Mr. Ericksen began working in the oilfield while he studied at Tulsa University. He
Wanda Ericksen, right, pictured with her
and
Mrs. Ericksen moved to Hobbs in 1961 where he purchased Link Rat Hole.
daughter Heidi Knight. The family members
attended room naming ceremonies in honor of They owned the business until 2005 and served a 250 mile-radius of Hobbs. In
Mrs. Ericksen and her late husband, Bill
the 1970s, Mr. Ericksen began designing and developing a horizontal drilling
tool. He and Ed Seaborn, a friend of Bill’s, obtained a U.S. Patent on their design which they successfully built,
tested, and used.

Two Deans Awards were given to master’s level
graduates who best represent the ideals of their
respective programs. Melissa Mitchell, who
graduated summa cum laude with an MSE in
early childhood education, was named by the
School of Education; Susan Schroeder, who
graduated summa cum laude with an MBA,
was named by the School of Business.

Gary A. Dill, president of University of the Southwest, said of the couple: “We are gratified by their generous contributions to our campus and to the whole Lea County region. Our room naming ceremony serves as a reminder as to
what initiative, responsibility and hard work within our free enterprise system can accomplish.”
Class of 2010

Financial expert Jean Chatzky to visit Hobbs for lecture series
Jean Chatzky,
award-winning
journalist, best-selling author and
sought-after motivational speaker,
will appear at Tydings Auditorium on
Oct. 18 at 7:00
p.m. The wellknown financial expert visits Hobbs as
Jean Chatzky, Financial Expert part of the Jack
Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series, hosted by University
of the Southwest. You can reserve tickets NOW by calling
575-392-6565, ext. 1014.
Chatzky has created a global platform that is making significant strides to help millions of men and women battle
an epidemic with a devastating impact—debt. Chatzky is
the financial editor for NBC’s Today, a contributing editor
for More magazine, a columnist for The New York
Daily News, and a contributor to “The Oprah Winfrey
Show”. She also hosts a daily show on the “Oprah &
Friends” channel, exclusively on XM Radio.

She is the author of five books, including best sellers Pay
It Down: From Debt to Wealth on $10 A Day (New
York Times and Business Week best seller) and Make
Money, Not Excuses (Wall Street Journal and New York
Times best seller). Her latest book The Difference: How
Anyone Can Prosper in Even The Toughest Times
was released in 2009.
Chatzky has been recognized as an exceptional journalist.
She received the Clarion Award for magazine columns
from the Association of Women in Communications, her
radio show received a Gracie Award from American
Women in Radio and Television, Inc. and she has been
nominated twice for National Magazine Awards and was
named one of the country’s best magazine columnists by
the Chicago Tribune.
In addition to her professional work, Chatzky is on the Literacy Partners board of directors, lends her support and
expertise to women’s services groups and is on the board
of the Nora Magid Mentorship prize at the University of
Pennsylvania, which helps journalism students get a head
start in the field. She is also a member of the Trustees’
Council of Penn Women for the University of Pennsylvania.

University of the Southwest (USW) held Baccalaureate and Commencement ceremonies the
weekend of May 7 for students graduating with
bachelor’s and master’s degrees.
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Several graduates were honored for their high
achievements, including:
• Sarah Johnson with the President’s Award,
given to the graduating senior who best
represents the ideals of the university on
campus. Johnson graduated with a BS in
biology, and she also was the class
speaker for the 2010 graduating class;
• Philip Mathews with the Trustee’s Award
for best representing the ideals of the university in the community. Mathews graduted with a BBA in global business management; and
• Kristi Hinojos with the Academic Excellence award for the highest cumulative
grade point average. Hinojos graduated
summa cum laude with a BS in psychology and criminal justice.

The commencement speaker was U.S. Army
Major Melinda Zapata Kalainoff, who has received numerous military and civilian awards.
She is currently pursuing Ph.D. studies at UC
Santa Barbara. Beginning in 2013, Major
Kalainoff will serve as an Academy Professor, a
permanent active duty military position, in the
Department of Chemistry and Life Science at
West Point.
She previously was assigned as a research and
systems analyst for the U.S. Army Operational
Test Command at Fort Hood, Texas. As part of
this organization, Major Kalainoff deployed to
Afghanistan to assess the effectiveness of several new technologies to include remote sensors, unmanned aerial vehicles, and mine-resistant ambush protected vehicles (or MRAPs).
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Congratulations
• Rene Cantu ’05 (MSE –
Educational Administration), was
selected to receive the Donley
Excellence in Education Award
and one of the five Veteto Excellence in Teaching awards for
2010. Cantu is the advanced
placement lead math teacher at
Hobbs High School and has been
teaching for the district since 1996.
• Janet Bruelhart ’01 (Secondary
Education Licensure), was honored as a Donley Excellence in
Education Award recipient for
2010. Bruelhart is a chemistry
teacher at Lovington High
School, where she has been
teaching for eight years.
• Loma Lasater ’92 (BS –
Elementary Education), received
one of the five Veteto Excellence in
Teaching awards for 2010.
Lasater is a third-grade teacher at
Edison Elementary in Hobbs.
• Ruth Ann Pruett ’98 (MSE –
Educational Administration),
received one of the five Veteto
Excellence in Teaching awards for
2010. Pruett is a 20 year educa
tor with the Hobbs schools, with
the HERO program in career technical education.
• Teresa Gonzales ’03 (BS –
Elementary Education) and ’09

(continued on page 2)

Famed Adventurer, Dr. Robert Ballard,
featured at Spring 2010 Jack Maddox
Distinguished Lecture Series

Dr Robert Ballard

On April 8, Dr. Robert Ballard,
famed undersea explorer, encouraged around 500 high school students to achieve their dreams.
Showing slides of underwater discoveries, Ballard spoke to the students about finding the career you
are passionate about so that going
to work each day is an enjoyable
experience.
Among the most accomplished
deep-sea explorers in the world,
Robert Ballard is best known for his
historic discovery of the sunken
R.M.S. Titanic. During his long career, he has conducted more than
120 deep-sea expeditions using
the latest in exploration technology,
and he is a pioneer in the early use
of deep-diving submarines.

That same evening, Dr. Ballard presented the audience of close to
700 a fascinating story of discovery and the future of underwater
exploration, including many advancements in education. Ballard
has pioneered distance learning in
the classrooms of America and
around the world with the JASON
Project, an award-winning educational program that reaches more
than 1.7 million students and
38,000 teachers annually. He has
received prestigious awards from
the Explorer’s Club and the National
Geographic Society—the Explorer’s
Medal and the Hubbard Medal, respectively—as well as the Lindbergh Award. In 2003, President
George W. Bush presented him
with the National Endowment for
the Humanities Medal in the Oval
Office of the White House.
Ballard is president of the Institute
for Exploration, scientist emeritus
from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and director of
the newly created Institute for Archaeological Oceanography at the
University of Rhode Island, where
he is in search of ancient lost history in the depths of the sea.
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(MSE – Curriculum & Instruction), was
honored with one of the five Veteto Excellence in Teaching awards for 2010.
Gonzales is the bilingual teacher at
Sanger Elementary and has been
teaching in Hobbs for six years.
Ruby Wooten ’99 (BS – Elementary
Education), has published a children’s
book entitled, “Spike’s Son: The Story
of a Friesian Colt.” Wooten is a thirdgrade teacher at Edison Elementary in
Hobbs and has been teaching for 11
years.
Erica Villarreal ’03 (BBA – Accounting) and current MBA student, was
promoted to chief administrative officer
for Pettigrew & Associates, P.A., where
she has been employed since 1999.
Brenda Watkins ’04 (MSE – Educational Administration) received the
Education Excellence Award from the
NAACP. Watkins has been a kindergarten teacher at Booker T. Washington Elementary in Hobbs for 15 years.
Hobbs principals, Dixie Vejil ’03
(MSE – Educational Administration)
and Michael Hunt ’01 (MSE –
Curriculum & Instruction), were
honored at the state capitol for having
strong bilingual programs at their
schools. Vejil is the principal at Jefferon Elementary and Hunt at Edison
Elementary, both in Hobbs.
Kelli Ann Moore ’03 (MSE – Educational Administration), was recognized
as a 2010 Golden Apple Award winner. Moore is a third-grade teacher at
Jefferson Elementary in Lovington.
Sheri Williams ’01 (MSE – Educational Administration), earned National
Board Certification in early adolescence/English language arts.
Williams is a sixth-grade teacher at
Stone Elementary in Hobbs and is one
of 10 nationally board certified teachers in the district.
Laura Castillo ’00 (BBA – Accounting) and member of the USW Board of
Trustees, opened her own law firm in
Hobbs. Castillo has been practicing
law since 2004.
Gary Fonay, member of the USW
Board of Trustees, was named to the
New Mexico State Game Commission
by Gov. Bill Richardson.

Inspirational actor, author and musician, Tom Sullivan,
speaks at 2010 Free Enterprises Dinner
Tom Sullivan’s moving
lecture on March 30 at
this year’s Free Enterprise Dinner was more
than just a speech – it
was a performance.
With his trusty seeingeye dog, Edison, by his
side, Sullivan used a
slide show and sound
effects to tell the story
of his life as a blind
child who grew up to
become an accomplished musician, actor
and author. Sullivan
sang several songs to
emphasize certain parts
of his speech, which
was humorous and inspiring.
Tom Sullivan lives and
works by “Sullivan’s
Rules.” As a young boy
Tom Sullivan and Edison
he found himself
fenced in his back yard, but he refused to be fenced in by his
blindness. “Sullivan’s Rules” were invented by Tom and his father, Porky Sullivan, so he could play baseball with the neighborhood boys without the benefit of seeing the ball. One of
Sullivan’s first rules is “Any negative can be turned into positive.”
Having spent the early part of his career pursuing his ambition
as a singer and composer, Tom started out playing in summer
resorts in New England. He eventually gained national prominence with countless appearances on the Tonight Show, a
major recording contract and. co-headlining in Las Vegas and
resorts around the country. One very memorable highlight of his
musical career was when he sang “The Star-Spangled Banner”
at the 1976 Super Bowl Game Bicentennial Celebration in a
moving performance.
In 1975, Tom’s autobiography took him on yet another journey—
this time as an author. The success of the book led to writing a
young-adult version of his story. The story is an inspirational one
of Tom’s childhood in Boston, his neighborhood friends and their
antics and the lessons and resulting wisdom from his family experiences. If You Could See What I Hear became a major motion picture in 1982. Tom composed and performed much of the
music for the film. He is currently developing two more films for
television: one about Mark Wellman, a paraplegic who climbed

Half Dome in Yosemite with just the use of his hands, and the
story of Hal O’Leary, who has taught over 43,000 disabled people
the joys of skiing.
Also at the dinner, private law practitioner and former member of
the New Mexico House of Representatives, C. Gene Samberson
from Lovington, was presented with the 2010 Trustee of
Free Enterprise Award . Engaged in private law practice in
Lovington since 1962, Samberson is the senior partner of the Heidel, Samberson, Newell, Cox and McMahon Law Firm in Lovington. Mr. Samberson has been active in Lea County and New
Mexico in several arenas. He served in the New Mexico House of
Representatives from 1970 to 1988, including three terms as
Speaker of the House.

Dr. Gary Dill and USW Board of Trustee member, Gary Fonay, present Mr. C Gene Samberson with the 2010
Trustee of Free Enterprise Award

University of the Southwest student
athletes, faculty and staff honored for
achievements
• Melesia Mafile’O-Blackwill received the national title in the
discus and a fourth-place finish in the shot put at the NAIA
Outdoor Track & Field National Championship in May. She
was also named an All-American athlete in both events.
• USW golf coach, Daniel Hayden, was named Golf Coach of
the year by the Red River Athletic Conference. He was
selected by a vote of his golf coaching peers in the
conference. Hayden has worked at USW for four years.
• Linda Chapman, executive assistant to the provost, was
honored for 25 years of service to the University. She has
held a variety of positions, including executive assistant to
the president, director of the Center for Business Leadership,
adjunct faculty member, campus events coordinator,
speech and debate sponsor, graduate records
coordinator and coordinator of the I CAN! Scholarship
for Grades program. For the past two years, she has
helped coordinate the New Mexico High School
(continued on page 4)

Class Notes
LIFE TOGETHER
•Monica Dorado ’04 (BS – Elementary Education) and Joshua Morgan ’04 (BBA – Accounting) will marry June 26, 2010.
•Kala Duke ’04 (MSE – Curriculum & Instruction) and Dustin Watts will begin their new life together on July 10, 2010.
FRIENDS PASSED
•Debra Kay Smith ’79 (BS – Elementary Education) passed away on Dec. 6, 2009.
•Carolyn Janet “Jan” Coady Stroup ’66 (BS – Elementary Education) passed away on Jan. 16, 2010.
•Rick Sowers ’68 (BS – Construction Management) passed away on Feb. 20, 2010.
•Renee Michelle Stark ’00 (BBA – Marketing) and ’05 (MSE – Education Administration) and former USW employee
passed from this life on May 23, 2010.
•David Eugene Goss ’71 (BS) passed away June 1, 2010.
•Hazel E. Wheeler ’70 (BS) passed away June 1, 2010.
(continued from page 3)

Speech and Debate State Tournament.
• Sue Fox, associate professor in the School of
Education, has worked at USW for 20 years and has
been involved with the school in many ways. She
currently is vice-chair of the Faculty Council and is
faculty representative to the Board of Trustees. In
addition, she is the advisor for three graduate
programs: Curriculum and Instruction, Curriculum
and Instruction for Reading; and Curriculum and
Instruction for Special Education. She is also the
advisor for the teacher licensure program and the
undergraduate special education degree.
• John McCance has been the director of the
Scarborough Memorial Library since 1989 and was
honored for 20 years of service to the University. He
is active with the Estacado Library Information
Network (ELIN), a consortium of area libraries in Lea
County, having served as its chair, vice chair, and
secretary of the Management Council.
• Dr. Bill Sumruld has served as Professor of History
for 20 years and has been active at all levels of
University of the Southwest from helping develop new
programs to chairing the Athletics Committee and
serving as a NAIA Faculty Athletic Representative.
He’s also prolific in his scholarship through writing for
academic journals, book reviews, and Augustine
and the Arians, a monograph on a religious
controversy in the late 4th and 5th centuries. He also
presents his work through various professional
associations such as the New Mexico Historical
Society and he is a member of the Oxford
Roundtable.

Share Your News!!
Have you recently been married or do you have a new little
bundle of joy? Do you have a new job you are excited about?
University of the Southwest would like to hear from you! Share
your news with classmates and the USW community by
completing and mailing in the form below. Your news may be
printed in the next issue of The Mustang. Our newsletter is published quarterly and will include as many alumni updates as
space allows. Send completed form to USW, Attn: Laurie Dean,
6610 Lovington Hwy., #501, Hobbs, NM 88240
USW Alumni & Friends Information Update Form
Dr. / Mr. / Mrs. / Miss (circle one)
Name ___________________________ USW Alum?_________
Address ____________________________________________
City _______________________ State _______ Zip _________
Home Phone (
) __________________________________
Email Address _______________________________________
Employer ___________________________________________
Job Title ___________________________________________
Degree Earned at USW ________________________________
Month/year _________________________________________
Major/Minor ________________________________________
Birthday ___________________________________________
Wedding Anniversary _________________________________
Maiden name or name used while at USW _________________
Spouse _________________________ USW Alum?_________
Month/year _________________________________________
Spouse Major/Minor __________________________________
Children (Names/Ages) ________________________________
__________________________________________________
Additional Info _______________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

From left to right John McCance,
Linda Chapman, Sue Fox and Dr. Bill Sumruid.

