UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTHWEST
11th Annual USW Alumni Scramble raises money for scholarships
faith. responsibility. initiative.

A little fog and cold weather couldn’t stop the 14 teams registered for the 2009 USW Alumni Scramble from
playing. Held on May 2nd at Ocotillo Park Golf Course in Hobbs, the 56 golfers competed in two flights for
first, second and third place prizes in addition to exciting hole-in-one prizes. All proceeds raised from the
event benefited students through scholarships, as well as USW’s men’s and women’s golf programs.
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Erin Gruwell inspires audience at the
2009 Free Enterprise Dinner
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Erin poses with students from New Hope High School

And congratulate our winners:
1st Flight:
1st Place – Aaron Berry,
Dustin Reeder, Les Elliot &
Mike Frias

University Mission Statement
University of the Southwest is a Christ-centered educational community dedicated to developing men and women for a lifetime of servant leadership by emphasizing individual faith, responsibility, and initiative.

2nd Place – Tommy Stroh, John Manseau, Ben Parra & Richard Harvey
3rd Place – Ben Jaime, Rick Bruce, Kirk Staggs & Randy Fields
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Gruwell met with 150 area high school students on the
USW campus in the afternoon of April 14th and spoke
with them about overcoming today’s issues to achieve
greatness. Gruwell then made her presentation to the
300 people at the dinner and gave an inspiring message on how to become a catalyst for change.
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2nd Flight:
1st Place – Jim Bob
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Forrister

2nd Place – Robert Mendoza, Ricardo Mendoza, Martin Jordan & Jamie Gomez
3rd Place – Roger Gray, Danny Fierro, Man Jung & Ki Sun Kim
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University of the Southwest’s annual Free Enterprise
Dinner was held on April 14, 2009, and featured Erin
Gruwell, award-winning educator and founder of the
Freedom Writers Foundation. This event, held in the
Jack & Mabel Maddox Student Life Center, has become
a staple in the Hobbs community. Celebrating free enterprise and sponsored by the Hatton W. Sumners
Foundation, the dinner also offers the university the opportunity to recognize a local community business
leader with the Trustee in Free Enterprise award.
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Mission of The Mustang
The mission of The Mustang is to share with the alumni and friends of USW news and happenings regarding the University and each other.

Erin Gruwell has earned an award-winning reputation
for her steadfast commitment to the future of education.
Her impact as a change agent runs deep. So deep, in
fact, that her story attracted Hollywood’s attention. In
January 2007, Paramount Pictures released Freedom
Writers, starring two-time Oscar winner Hilary Swank
as Erin. The film is based on The Freedom Writers
Diary, the New York Times bestseller that chronicled
Erin’s extraordinary journey with 150 high school students who had been written off by the education system.
Inspired by Anne Frank, Erin and her students captured
their collective journey in The Freedom Writers Diary.
Through poignant student entries and Erin’s narrative
text, the book records their “eye-opening, spirit-raising
odyssey against intolerance and misunderstanding.” In
early 2007, Teach With Your Heart, Erin’s powerful
memoir and call to arms was published.

Inside this issue:

While Erin has been credited with giving her students a
second chance at life, it was perhaps she who
changed the most during her tenure at Wilson High
School. She decided to channel her classroom experiences toward a broader cause, and, today, her impact
as a teacher extends well beyond Room 203. Erin
founded the Freedom Writers Foundation where she
currently teaches teachers around the country how to
implement her innovative lesson plans into their own
classrooms. Recently, Erin’s teaching methods from
her time in Room 203 have been published in the Freedom Writers Diary Teacher’s Guide. Proceeds from the
sale of all books directly fund the Freedom Writers
Foundation.
The University also honored local businessman, Bobby
Wallach, with the 2009 Trustee in Free Enterprise
award. Wallach, a Lea County native, has served in
the U.S. Navy
(1950-1954) expanded a family
business (Wallach Concrete),
served in local
and state politics,
and contributed to
his home church.

USW President, Dr. Gary Dill,
presents Bobby Wallach with the
Trustee in Free Enterprise Award
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Congratulations
• Freddie Salgado ’97 (MSE) was presented with the Outstanding Hispanic
Educator Award at a recent Hobbs
Hispano Chamber of Commerce
event. Salgado is the Hobbs Municipal Schools bilingual director and has
been an educator for 25 years.
• Ron Haggerton ’05 (MSE) was
named New Mexico assistant principal of the year by the National Association of Secondary School Principals.
Haggerton has been the assistant
principal at Hobbs High School for
three years.
• Zeke Kaney ’05 (MSE), Staci Lewis
’02 (MSE) and Lana Weldy ’03
(MSE) received the Veteto Foundation
excellence in teaching award in May.
Kaney is an AP physics teacher at
Hobbs High School and acting as assistant principal at Highland Junior
High. Lewis has been working for the
Hobbs Schools for 10 years and is
currently a second-grade teacher at
Mills Elementary. Weldy also has 10
years in Hobbs schools and is currently an English teacher at the Hobbs
Freshman School.
• Wendy Haggerton ’03 (MSE), Penny
Norris ’02 (MSE), Cynthia Trevino
’02 (MSE) and Debbie Dean ’04
(MSE) were recognized as National
Board certified teachers at a March reception.
• Mark Pizzo ’97 (MSE), retiring from
the Hobbs Schools after 20 years of

(continued on page 2

Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series
presents TV News Anchor, Jim Lehrer
The Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture
Series, hosted by University of the Southwest, welcomed award-winning journalist, Jim Lehrer, on March 31, 2009.

•

Lehrer conducted an afternoon question
and answer session with area residents
and members of the faculty and staff
from USW before making his presentation to an audience of 500 at Tydings
Auditorium.
Lehrer’s speech highlighted the current
state of newspapers in America and focused on reporting the news responsibly.
He also discussed inspiration for his
books and answered questions from the
audience.
Jim Lehrer was born in Wichita, Kansas,
in 1934. He is a graduate of Victoria
College in Texas and the University of
Missouri. After three years as an infantry
officer in the Marine Corps, he worked for
10 years in Dallas as a newspaperman
and then as the host of a local experimental news program on public television.
He came to Washington with PBS in
1972, teaming with Robert MacNeil in
1973, to cover the Senate Watergate
hearings. They began in 1975 with what
became The MacNeil/Lehrer Report, and,
in 1983, The MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour,

(continued from page 1

•

•
Lehrer answers questions on March 31,2009

the first 60-minute evening news program on television. When MacNeil retired
in 1995, the program was renamed The
NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.
Lehrer has been honored with numerous
awards for journalism, including a presidential National Humanities Medal in
1999. In the last five presidential elections, he moderated 10 of the nationally
televised candidate debates.
Lehrer’s book, Oh Johnny, was released
just before his appearance and he conducted a book signing after the event.

•

•

•

teaching, was honored at a banquet in
May. Pizzo most recently served as a seventh-grade math teacher at Houston Junior
High.
Neva Byrd ’78 (BS – Elementary Education), who currently oversees Lovington
School’s special education department,
was honored by a student’s mother for her
assistance in helping her son achieve the
goal of graduation. Byrd has been an educator for 31 years.
Jamie Galindo ’03 (BS – Elementary Education) and Deanna Ramos ’00 (BS – Elementary Education) received a grant from
the Jal Public School Foundation for Excellence in Education for a Quantum Learning
project they organized.
John Tydlaska, Jr. ’69 (BBA) has published a book entitled “Your Missed Emails”
through Tate Publishing. Tydlaska is a retired Veteran, as well as a retired teacher
and is a licensed professional counselor.
Erica Villarreal ’03 (BBA - Accounting)
and current MBA student was recently appointed to chief administrative officer and
corporate secretary of Pettigrew & Associates in Hobbs. Villarreal has been employed by Pettigrew for 10 years and is
their first chief administrative officer.
Veronica Torrez ’06 (BBA – Management)
was named the City of Hobbs March Employee of the Month. Torrez has been employed with the City of Hobbs for 10 years
where she serves as a human resources
specialist.
Samuel S. Spencer, Jr., member of the
University of the Southwest Board of
Trustees, has been named as the EDC
board chair.

Honors Convocation (continued from page 2

Prizes announced for J.L. Burke Literary Contest

outstanding Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)
leader; and Laranda Stephens, outstanding debate leader.
Inducted into Alpha Chi were Daniel Colvin, Kyra
Duncan, Kristie Hinojos, Sarah Johnson, Mary
Mata, John Presley, Francisca Sanchez, and
Randall Tipton.

SGA President, Daniel Colvin, presents
faculty member Elyn Palmer with award.

Inducted into Sigma Tau Delta were Amanda
Allen, Leah Esquivel, Julienne Holmes and Kyra
Duncan. Duncan also was honored for outstanding Sigma Tau Delta leader.

The following students were named to “Who’s
Who Among Students in American Universities
and Colleges”: Kimberly Anderson, Ana Franco,
Weston Hacker, Jeff Hardt, Krysta Morehead,
James Pando, Amy Regalado, Susan Rodriguez, Stephanie Snead and Cynthia Yazzie.
Also recognized during the convocation were
outstanding faculty and staff members. Students
voted Elyn Palmer for faculty and Tom Mulkey
for staff member.

Among those receiving special recognition were Daniel Colvin (who also
was the class speaker) with the President’s Award, given to the graduating senior who best represents the ideals of the university on campus;
Tyler Martin with the Trustees Award, given to the graduating senior who
best represents the ideals of the University in the community; Margaret
Anchondo from the School of Education and Kayleen Stingley from the
School of Business, the Dean’s Award, given to the master’s level graduates who best represent the ideals of those programs; and Megan Ruffner
with the Academic Excellence Award, presented to the graduating senior
with the highest cumulative grade point average.

For the poetry category, winners were Kyra Duncan, “Driving the
Backyard,” (first); Marie Wadsworth, “Night Burns,” (second);
and tying for third were Chelsee Vuicich, “Captain,” and Randall
Tipton, “Simpler Times.”

Associate Professor of
Math Will Roan was honored with faculty emeritus
for his nine years of service to the University.
United States Army
Brigadier General (Ret.)
John C. Reppert gave the
commencement address
The first MBA graduates, Yvette Vasquez,
and was awarded an honKayleen Stingley and Selma Granado
orary doctor of humanities
from the University. Reppert most recently served as dean of academics at
the College of International Security Affairs at the George C. Marshall Center,
Garmisch, Germany. Previously he had served as the executive director for research at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at the John F.
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

Star of ABC’s “Supernanny” to speak at Maddox Lecture on Nov. 5
Outstanding students, faculty, staff recognized during 2008-2009
Honors Convocation
University of the Southwest faculty and staff
presented awards to nearly two dozen students during the 2008-2009 Honors Convocation, held April 23 in the atrium of the
Scarborough Memorial Library.
Another 10 students were inducted into the
“Who’s Who In American Universities and
Colleges,” eight into the Alpha Chi and
three into the Sigma Tau Delta Honor
Society.
Faculty and staff selected students to receive recognition based on a number of
criteria, including academic achievement,
community service, personal work ethic,
and dedication to their particular field of
study or activity.
In the Education Division, these students
were honored: Sunny Evans, secondary
education; Francisca Sanchez, bilingual
education; Lee Mitchell, physical educa-

tion; Kyra Duncan, elementary education; Melissa F. Mitchell, master of science in education (MSE),
early childhood education; Kelly
Sitzer, MSE, curriculum and instruction; Kimberly Smith, MSE,
curriculum and instruction in reading; Teresa Gonzalez, MSE, curriculum and instruction, bilingual;
Connie Call, MSE, curriculum and
instruction, TESOL; Gerald Horacek, MSE, administration; Bev
Carrasco, MSE, diagnostics; Julie
Gandin, MSE, counseling; and Guy Cooper,
MSE, mental health counseling.
The following students were honored in the
school of business: Margaret Veronica
Johnson, accounting; Daniel Colvin, global
business; Gregory DeVille, sport management; Christopher Pyeatt, sport marketing;
and Kayleen Stingley, masters in business
administration.

2009 Alpha Chi inductees

The following students were honored in the
Arts and Sciences Division: Kyra Duncan,
English; Amber Jojola, psychology; and
Amber Sosa, biology.
These students were recognized for their
contributions to organizations at University
of the Southwest: Judith Jaquez, outstanding Bilingual Education for Students and
Teachers (BEST) leader; David Herrera,

Jo Frost was catapulted to international fame when
she became the
star of a new reality show, “Supernanny.” She won
the role over hundreds of other applicants when
executive producer
Nick Powell was
struck by her outstanding childcare skills, her sincerity and candid
style that now helps her to transform families and
instill positive, lasting results. She debuted in the
UK in the summer of 2004 with just three
episodes, and became an overnight sensation,
garnering widespread popularity and acclaim. She
made “Naughty Step” and “Your behavior is very
naughty!” national catchphrases, and got a rave
in the House of Commons on a discussion about
preventing the causes of anti-social behavior.
When the U.S. version of her show debuted in
January 2005, it became an instant ratings hit,

and Jo won national praise from TV critics and
columnists, including Newsweek and The New
York Times, among many others. “Supernanny”
now airs in over 58 territories. Jo has appeared
on “The Oprah Winfrey Show,” “Live with Regis
& Kelly,” “The View,” “Good Morning America,”
“20/20,” “Rachael Ray,” “Ellen,” “The Late Show
with David Letterman,” “Jimmy Kimmel Live,”
“The Tonight Show with Jay Leno” as well as on
many other major national television and radio
programs. She has had three books on the
bestseller list including the most recent one, Jo
Frost’s Confident Baby Care.
Jo says that children have been a big part of her
life from the beginning. She’s always had a natural gift for connecting with kids on their own
level, and for connecting both parent and child
organically. She began babysitting as a
teenager and after college, she embarked on
nannying as a career. With over 20 years in
childcare, she has honed her successful methods of child-rearing with hands-on, real-life experience. She has encouraged and helped
parents with all different child-rearing challenges
— from potty training and sibling rivalry to sleep

First, second, and third place prizes were awarded in the categories of short story, poetry, and essay, according to Professor
Barbara McGrath, dean of the School of Arts and Sciences for
Southwest. In addition, the winner for the cover art was announced for the magazine, Southwest Creations, which will feature the winners and other submissions.
The winners in the short story category were Kyra Duncan, “The
Dome Light,” (first); Julienne Holmes, “The Girl Who Wore Her
Shoes on the Wrong Feet,” (second); and Gabrielle Payne,
“Tiger: A Halloween Story” (third).

Southwest celebrates achievements of graduates
University of the Southwest conferred diplomas and other special
honors to graduates receiving bachelor’s degrees and master’s degrees—
including three for Southwest’s new master’s of business administration program—May 9. The 46th Commencement Ceremony was held in
the University’s Jack and Mabel Maddox Student Life Center
gymnasium.

Prizes were awarded to winners of the J.L. Burke Literary Contest, sponsored by USW’s chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society

concerns and tantrums, and continues to place
practical solutions into homes, whether problems are extreme or everyday challenges. She
has worked over the years in temporary, longterm and trouble-shooting jobs, and is known
and respected by many celebrities who themselves have families and value her integrity.
In addition to numerous awards in the U.K., Jo
and “Supernanny” were nominated for a People’s Choice Award, and in 2006 she received
an International Emmy Award nomination.
Jo actively gives her time to numerous nonprofit charities helping to raise money and to
advocate for those in need on both sides of the
Atlantic.
The Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series
featuring Jo Frost will be held on NOV 5, 2009,
at 7:30 p.m. at Tydings Auditorium in Hobbs.
FREE tickets for this event will be available in
September and you may call 575-392-6565,
ext. 1014 to reserve yours today.

Class Notes
LIFE TOGETHER
•Carey Cleer ’03 (MSE) and
Nathan Lindner will marry on
June 13.
•Matthew Blandin ’06 (BAS
– Theatre) and Lesa Hillard
will begin their new life
together on June 20.
•Michelle Johnston (current
student) and David Aker will
join lives on June 20.
NEW LIFE
•Katrina Fuller ’05 (BS –
Elementary Eudcation) and

The winner for the cover art was Gabrielle Payne, announced
McGrath.
Students from several disciplines submitted original works
for consideration in
the literary contest
that has been held
since the early years
of the University.
Southwest Creations
will be available for
distribution by June
1, according to McGrath.

Kyra Duncan, Dr. Barbara McGrath and Gabrielle Payne

Share Your News!!
James welcomed Landon Ray
Fuller to the world on March
16, 2009. Katrina is a
certified lactation educator,
business owner (Natural
Nesters) and online teacher.
FRIENDS PASSED
•Mary Harper ’72 (BS –
Psychology) passed from this
life on December 1, 2008.
•Rena Bender ’71 (BS –
Elementary Education)
passed away April 24, 2009.

Events Calendar
Monday, June 1 – Summer
Session and Summer
Session I Classes Begin
Monday, July 6 - Summer
Session II Classes Begin
Monday, August 17 - Fall
2009 Classes Begin

In the Essay category, the winners were Julienne Holmes, “Getting Back at Your Professor,” (first); Gabrielle Payne, “My Career
Choices as a Veterinarian,” (second); and Kyra Duncan, “Never
Dump Somebody by E-Mail,” (third).

Thursday, November 5 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm - Jack
Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series featuring JO
FROST - ABC’s Supernanny

Professional networking site
established for USW Alumni
University of the Southwest has established a professional networking site for alumni. You can access the site by typing in the
following URL: http://www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/1934829/.
Please contact the USW IT department with any questions or if
you have trouble accessing the site.

Have you recently been married or do you have a new little
bundle of joy? Do you have a new job you are excited about?
University of the Southwest would like to hear from you! Share
your news with classmates and the USW community by
completing and mailing in the form below. Your news may be
printed in the next issue of The Mustang. Our newsletter is published quarterly and will include as many alumni updates as
space allows. Send completed form to USW, Attn: Laurie Dean,
6610 Lovington Hwy., #501, Hobbs, NM 88240
USW Alumni & Friends Information Update Form
Dr. / Mr. / Mrs. / Miss (circle one)
Name ___________________________ USW Alum?_________
Address ____________________________________________
City _______________________ State _______ Zip _________
Home Phone (
) __________________________________
Email Address _______________________________________
Employer ___________________________________________
Job Title ___________________________________________
Degree Earned at USW ________________________________
Month/year _________________________________________
Major/Minor ________________________________________
Birthday ___________________________________________
Wedding Anniversary _________________________________
Maiden name or name used while at USW _________________
Spouse _________________________ USW Alum?_________
Spouse Degree Earned at U----SW _______________________
Month/year _________________________________________
Spouse Major/Minor __________________________________
Children (Names/Ages) ________________________________
__________________________________________________
Additional Info _______________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

