College of the Southwest
names new coaches
College of the Southwest officials named head
coaches for the new men’s and women’s basketball
teams, scheduled to begin their first season of play in
the fall of 2008 and a new coach for the track and
cross country team.
Jennifer Cramer of
Dubuque, Iowa, and Quinn
Wooldridge of McAlester,
Okla., were selected as the
women’s and men’s head
coaches, respectively, said
Mike Galvan, athletic director
for College of the Southwest.
Cramer has been assistant
Women’s basketball coach
women’s basketball coach for
Jennifer Cramer
Clarke College in Dubuque for
the past five seasons. She also served as director of
student activities for the college. Cramer earned a bachelor’s of art degree in accounting and business education from Oklahoma Panhandle State University and a
master of arts in education administration from West
Texas A&M University.
Wooldridge has been with
Wayland Baptist University for
the past two years as an assistant coach. He previously
served as assistant men’s
basketball coach and intramural director for Eastern Oklahoma State College.
Wooldridge holds a bachelor’s
Quinn Wooldridge
of science degree in education
new men’s basketball coach
from Oklahoma Baptist University (OBU), Shawnee, Okla., and a master’s degree in
physical education from East Central University in Ada,
Oklahoma.
College of the Southwest
also selected James Ortiz of
Uvalde, Texas, to serve as the
head track and cross country
coach. He began in his position in January of this year.
Ortiz served as the student
assistant coach for Texas State
Track and Field and Cross
Head track coach
Country programs from 2006
James Ortiz
to 2007. He competed for
Texas State University from 2002 to 2005 and holds
the school record in the 1,500 meters (3.48.35). He
graduated from Texas State with a bachelor’s of science
in interdisciplinary studies.
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The Board of Trustees for College of the Southwest voted unanimously at its March 4, 2008, meeting to change the name of the institution to University of the Southwest.
“This name change more accurately reflects the type of institution
we have become over the past few years as part of our long-term vision for growth of student enrollment and expansion of academic
programs at the master’s level,” said Sandra Newell, chair of the
task force appointed by the board of trustees to study the issue.
The board spent time discussing the implications of a name change
as it relates to the mission of the college. According to President Gary
Dill, “The mission of serving as a Christ-centered place of higher learning remains at the heart of who we are. While we think that this adjusted name communicates more accurately the academic community
we have become, we continue to be committed to the same founding
principles of faith, responsibility, and initiative.”
The board reaffirmed the mission and stressed the possibility for
enhanced educational opportunities for the liberal arts. Southwest offers 21 programs for the bachelor’s degree and a master of education degree with 11 specializations. Southwest anticipates offering a
master of business administration in the near future.
The name change will be implemented over the course of the next
year, said Dill.
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Share Your News!!
Have you recently been married or do you have a new little bundle of joy? Do you have a new job you are excited about? College of the Southwest would like to hear from you! Share your
news with classmates and the CSW community by completing
and mailing in the form below. Your news may be printed in the
next issue of The Mustang. Our newsletter is published quarterly
and will include as many alumni updates as space allows. Send
completed form to CSW, Attn: Laurie Ekaitis, 6610 Lovington
Hwy., #501, Hobbs, NM 88240
CSW Alumni & Friends Information Update Form
Dr. / Mr. / Mrs. / Miss (circle one)
Name ___________________________ CSW Alum?_________
Address ____________________________________________
City _______________________ State _______ Zip _________
Home Phone (
) __________________________________
Email Address _______________________________________
Employer ___________________________________________
Job Title ___________________________________________
Degree Earned at CSW ________________________________
Month/year _________________________________________
Major/Minor ________________________________________
Birthday ___________________________________________
Wedding Anniversary _________________________________
Maiden name or name used while at CSW _________________
Spouse _________________________ CSW Alum?_________
Spouse Degree Earned at CSW __________________________
Month/year _________________________________________
Spouse Major/Minor __________________________________
Children (Names/Ages) ________________________________
__________________________________________________
Additional Info _______________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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Research skills learned in college prepare graduate
for Mrs. New Mexico role
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A 2007 graduate of College of the Southwest, Cortney Whitley applied the research skills she acquired
while completing her degree in elementary education to
learn what it takes to win a beauty pageant.

Mrs. America pageant. But she
came in fourth
runner up.

College Name Change

5

Faculty News

4

Free Enterprise Dinner

4

“I tell people in my speeches that I’m a nerd at heart,
not a beauty queen,” said Whitley, who was crowned
Mrs. New Mexico in June 2007. “You have to use your
brain to work towards your goals.”

“When I lost
Mrs. America, to
me that was
okay,” she said. “I
cried the first two
days I was there
because I missed
my family.”

Black History Month

2

Whitley entered the Mrs. New Mexico pageant at her
husband, Levi’s, encouragement. She filled out an application and attached a photograph. On her son’s fifth
birthday, just before Thanksgiving, she learned she was
selected to represent Hobbs at the pageant.
The contestants participate in three categories of a
personal interview, swimsuit, and evening gown, Whitley said.

CSW Mission Statement

“I approached the pageant like I did everything else
academic. I studied it,” she said.

College of the Southwest is a Christ-centered educational community dedicated to developing men and women for a lifetime of servant leadership by emphasizing individual faith, responsibility, and initiative.
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Whitley found people who could coach her in the interview category and she worked with a former beauty
queen winner from Florida. The interview counts for 50
percent of contestants’ total score.
“They’re not trying to see if you’re smart, but if you
can represent Mrs. New Mexico,” said Whitley, who
commented that questions ran the gamut from what
kind of car would she be if she were a car to how
would she change the world.
The responsibilities of representing New Mexico are
extensive. Whitley had to agree to make 50 appearances around the state and is required to dress in her
Mrs. New Mexico regalia of sash and crown. Some of
the places she’s appeared include the New Mexico State
legislature, charity fund raisers, and ABC’s Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition.
“Before the Mrs. New Mexico pageant, I was a stayat-home mom for six years,” said Whitley. “I was in the
‘mommy’ box. This experience has made me more extroverted.”
Because she won Mrs. New Mexico, she became an
automatic contestant in the Mrs. America pageant. Having had a taste of the travel schedule with her Mrs. New
Mexico role, Whitley said she wasn’t eager to win the

Her role as a
mother continues
Mrs. New Mexico, Cortney Whitley
to be the most important aspect in her life.
She volunteers as much as she can at her son’s school.
When little girls call her a “princess” she tells them “all
mommies are princesses, some just don’t wear
crowns.”
The changes in her life since winning Mrs. New Mexico have been dramatic, but the core of her remains the
same, she said. Winning Mrs. New Mexico gives her an
aura of a charmed life, but it hasn’t always been a
straight path to achieving her goals.
“I joke with people that it took me 12 years to earn a
four-year degree,” said Whitley, who took a circuitous
route at colleges in the region before landing back in
Hobbs and Southwest after a divorce, and then two
years later a marriage to Levi Whitley who works for
Young’s Manufactured Homes. “Things change in your
life and you have to say okay.”
Whitley will complete her time as Mrs. New Mexico in
June. What she will do next is undetermined but it will
involve serving the local community. With a college degree and crown in hand, Whitley said her Mrs. New
Mexico experience has opened doors and opportunities
that she hadn’t considered.
“I have a lot to live up to, but I’m up to the challenge,” she said.

Congratulations
• Board of Trustee member
Debra Hicks, owner of Pettigrew & Associates in Hobbs,
was honored in February as
one of the Top 25 Women
Business Owners in New Mexico.
• Two of our alumni are now
serving as Hobbs City Commissioners. Jonathan Sena received his bachelors in
accounting in 2004 and won
the District 2 commission seat
in an election held on March 4,
2008. Carl Mackey, a 1999
psychology graduate, won the
commission seat for District 3.
• Cynthia Trevino is a 1998
(MSE curriculum and instruction) and 2002 (MSE administration) graduate of College of
the Southwest and achieved
national board certification in
2007, making her one of only
6 nationally certified teachers
in Hobbs. This credential allows her to teach in all 50
states. Cynthia is a seventhgrade science teacher at Houston Jr. High.
• Two alumni were featured as
Beta Sigma Phi sweethearts at
the organization’s annual
(continued on page 2)

Threads of History were woven during free
events for Black History Month
“What is a storyteller?” a
9-year old asked his grandmother.
“Shh, he’s about to begin
and you’re going to find
out,” his grandmother
replied with a smile.
The boy was not left in
the dark for long. In a matter
of minutes Lubbock artist
and retired educator, Eric
Strong, also a well-known
storyteller, wove together a
fascinating story about a
mother who wanted children
despite being past the childbearing age. Showing how
faith, prayer and belief in
God can turn negative situations into positives ones,
Strong finishes the story of
how the woman gives birth
to not one child, but twins.

In celebration of Black
History Month, Eric Strong
performed in the auditorium
of the Mabee Heritage Center on Saturday, Feb. 16.
More than 70 people came
out and understood how ancient traditions and cultures
make for rich stories that
can involve songs, poems
and other sounds. Most of
the stories told are to enrich
one’s values and importance. President Gary Dill,
who welcomed the audience, said he was fortunate
as well in being able to
watch Strong’s performance.
The audience also was
enthralled with two dance
performances by the New
Light Praise Dancers of Lub-

Storyteller Eric Strong

bock. Many in the audience
were so captivated by
Strong’s stories, they attended his performances at
the Lea County Cultural Arts
Center on Sunday, Feb. 17
and at the Lea County Museum in Lovington on Thursday, Feb. 20.

College of the Southwest accepted as an affiliate of
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities
The Washington D.C.-based Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities, an international higher education association of intentionally Christian colleges and
universities, recently voted to accept College
of the Southwest as an affiliate of the group.
According to the U.S. Department of Education, there are approximately 4,000 degree-granting institutions of higher
education in the United States. Of those, approximately 1,600 are private colleges and
universities and about 900 of those are
self-defined as “religiously affiliated.” Of that
number the Council has accepted into full
membership or as an affiliate only 180 colleges or universities in 24 countries that
meet the Council’s standard of fulfilling its
mission of “commitment to Christ-centered
education” and “faithfully relating scholarship to biblical truth.” As an affiliate, College of the Southwest meets the standard of
an institution of higher learning that is committed to Christ-centered education.
“We’ve always considered ourselves a
Christ-centered college and our mission
statement clearly states that we are,” said

Dr. Gary A. Dill, president of Southwest.
“Our acceptance as an affiliate of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities is
further validation by this highly respected international organization and further assurance that those outside of our immediate
academic family have observed that we are
what we are committed to being – a Christian institution of higher education.”
College of the Southwest was founded as
an independent college with no denominational affiliation. As part of its mission as a
Christ-centered educational community,
Southwest “adheres to the belief in God, in
the Bible as the inspired Word of God, in
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and in the
separation of church and state.”
“As an intentionally embracing Christian
educational community we welcome people
from the broad spectrum of faith traditions
so we may learn from each other,” said Dill.
“As Christians in higher education we pursue our educational mission — the quest
for truth — while embracing justice, kindness, humility, and love; honoring freedom
of thought and expression.”

(continued from page 1)
sweetheart dance in February,
2008:
~ Sheila Dixon, a 1998 graduate, was presented as Epsilon Phi’s sweetheart.
Sheila has held all officer
positions and has chaired
all committees. She is currently president of her chapter and co-chairs the
yearbook committee. Sheila
teaches geometry in the
Seminole School District.
• ~ Lisa Akridge ’93, was the
Lambda Chapter sweetheart
and has been a member of
the organization for two
years. Lisa is the extension
officer and chairman of the
ways and means committee. Lisa is a sixth-grade
teacher at College Lane Elementary in Hobbs.
• The NAACP honored two of
College of the Southwest’s
alumni for their service to the
community at its annual Black
History Month awards banquet
in February. La Toshia
Thomas, a 2001 graduate
(MSE administration) and principal of Booker T. Washington
Elementary school, and Ernest
Hodge, Highland Junior High
math teacher and football
coach, received the organization’s educator awards.

Spring enrollment
figures increase
11 percent
College of the Southwest officials
announced that enrollment figures
for the Spring 2008 semester rose
11 percent, compared to the Spring
2007 semester.
Registration increased from
5,053 credit hours at the end of
Spring 2007 to 5,329 for Spring
2008, and enrollment for students
is 521, up 53 students from Spring
2007.
“The ‘upward turn’ we experienced in fall’s enrollment numbers
is continuing,” said Dr. Gary A. Dill,
president for College of the Southwest. “This is further evidence that
it is realistic to anticipate that an
even sharper growth rate is possible in the near future.”

NFL Coach Tony Dungy speaks on campus and at
Distinguished Lecture Series
Tony Dungy, head coach for
the Indianapolis Colts football
team and the guest speaker for
the 2008 Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series, can trace
his spiritual development to four
distinct periods and the Scripture
verses he has meditated on during those times.
Dungy spoke to an audience
of nearly 1,000 people—which
included chapters of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes from
regional high schools—in the
gymnasium of the college’s StuDungy addresses students on
Southwest’s campus.
dent Life Center and to more
than 1,500 people at Tydings
Auditorium at Hobbs High School on March 13. During his lecture at
both the afternoon and evening sessions, Dungy spoke openly of his
Christian faith. College of the Southwest is a non-denominational
Christian school.
The Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series is sponsored by the
J. F Maddox Foundation in honor of its founder, Jack Maddox. The
purpose of the Series, which has been hosted by College of the Southwest since its inception, is to contribute to the quality of life in Lea
County and the surrounding area by providing nationally recognized
speakers for intellectual stimulation and entertainment.
“There’s more to life than just playing and winning games,” said
Dungy, whose Colts team won the 2007 Super Bowl. People have to
have a meaning to their existence, he said, that’s based on a spiritual
life and can carry them through difficult times.
As a child and adolescent, Dungy considered himself a Christian,
but “Christ wasn’t my main focus,” he said. Sports and going to
school were his objectives. His favorite verse at that time was John
3:16 which states: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
everlasting life.”

From Homeless to Harvard, Liz Murray will be featured speaker at
Southwest’s Free Enterprise Dinner

Later, when he played in Pittsburgh, Dungy became introduced to
players who were passionate about their faith. “They were good guys
and they were winning Super Bowls,” said Dungy of his teammates.
“But they had a snap in their step [that I didn’t have]. They had a relationship with Jesus Christ.”
What he learned from them, he said was to put Jesus at the center
of his life. During this time Dungy became active in the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, an organization in which he is still heavily involved.
During this period I Corinthians 9: 24-25 was his favorite Scripture
which states: “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run,
but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.
And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.”
Later, as he moved from playing professional football into his
coaching career, Dungy’s study of the Scripture directed him to
Proverbs 16:3 which says, “Commit your work to the Lord, and your
thoughts will be established.”
Now, in this most recent phase of his spiritual growth, Dungy’s favorite verse is Matthew 16:26: “For what profit is it to a man if he
gains the whole world and loses his own soul? Or what will a man
give in exchange for his soul?” He meditates on this verse, he said,
because of his own success in football, and most recently writing—
his book, Quiet Strength: The Principles, Practices and Priorities of a
Winning Life (July 2007) is a New York Times bestseller.
Dungy said his life is a testimony of what God can do for an individual who is faithful in his Christian walk. “I am doing things when I
was 14 or 15 I never dreamed about,” he said. “Don’t think there’s
anything you can’t do. The Lord can have you do anything.”
Of all of the accomplishments he’s achieved, being of service to his
family and community have been his most important roles. He encouraged audience members to consider how they could help other people.
“And work hard,” he said. “Hard work covers everything…but more
than that have your priorities squared away. The spiritual side of
things is important.”

Publishing house releases Southwest biology
professor’s field biology manual
Over the years, College of the Southwest’s
Robert Wallace, adjunct instructor of advanced
biology, was writing a college field biology manual without realizing it.
At the urging of Nathan Krekula, professor of
biology, Wallace contacted a publishing house
which accepted his manuscript. Linus Publications of Deer Park, NY, recently released Wallace’s Field Biology Laboratory Manual.
The work Wallace has compiled was inte-

grated into Southwest’s curriculum for advanced
biology in the late 1980s. “There aren’t a lot of
hands on publications for field biology,” Wallace
said of why he created the materials over the
years.
In all, 12 labs are included in the manual and
require the student to observe, test, and sample
the abiotic and biotic habitats. This enables the
student to have enough information to complete
a report after all the labs are finished.

The Free Enterprise Dinner,
hosted by College of the Southwest, will feature as its guest
speaker, Liz Murray, a woman
who as a teen was raised by
drug addicted parents and lived
on the street but overcame
these obstacles to finish her
high school education and be
admitted to Harvard University.
Featured on a Lifetime Television movie called, Homeless to
Harvard, Murray has also received Oprah Winfrey’s first
Chutzpah award and she is currently writing her memoirs for
Liz Murray,
keynote speaker for the
Hyperion Publishing.
2008 Free Enterprise Dinner
In addition to Murray’s
keynote address, the Free Enterprise Dinner will award the “Trustee of Free Enterprise” to local
Hobbs businessman, James Tyler. Owner of Tyler Well Services
for 30 years, Mr. Tyler has grown his business from a sole oper-

ator to one that employs nearly 40 people. He has been an active member of various organizations of the Lea County region.
The “Trustee of Free Enterprise” award is College of the Southwest’s most distinguished award and is given for outstanding
business achievements, for an established reputation for conducting responsible and ethical business practices, for community leadership, and for investment of time and resources toward
the preservation of a free society.
This is the 28th year Southwest has held the Free Enterprise
Dinner and it is sponsored by the Hatton W. Sumners Foundation. The dinner’s purpose is to celebrate initiative and citizens’
right to participate in the productive commerce of free enterprise
and to host speakers who represent the ideals and values of Mr.
Sumners and so they may share their insight and business practices with the community.
The event will be held on April 29, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. in the
new Student Life Center on the College of the Southwest campus.
Sponsorships for the event are available at different levels and include designated tables for the dinner. Individual tickets are
$50, or you may sponsor a student for $25. For more information, contact Laurie Ekaitis, director of development operations,
at 575.392.6565, Ext. 1014.

Couple’s mutual love for the road culminate in essays for
Texas Folklore Society publication
Professors Mary and Jim Harris have traveled many roads together during their marriage.
From their trips come two essays that appear in Folklore in
Motion: Texas Travel Lore.
Published by the University of
North Texas Press, the Folklore
book features articles that examine the lore of travel as part of a
continuing series of books from
the Texas Folklore Society, of
which the Harrises have been
members since 1973, said Dr.
Mary Harris, dean of the School
Professor Mary Harris
with Folklore book
of Education for College of the
Southwest.
The book’s first chapter is “Folk Travel in Texas” and in which
the Harrises essays appear. Jim Harris opens the chapter with

“Texans on the Road: The Folklore of Travel.”
Jim’s essay discusses the general concept of travel as part of
the societal psyche and his personal experiences of it. Jim is a
retired professor of English and is currently director of the Lea
County Historical Museum in Lovington, NM.
Mary finishes the chapter with “Farm and Ranch Entrances in
West Texas.”
Mary focused her essay on entryways in west Texas along the
Pecos River, and east with a smattering of examples in the
southern part of the state.
The Texas Folklore Society was founded in 1909 and is
dedicated to collecting, presenting, and preserving the folklore—or traditional knowledge of a culture—of Texas and
the Southwest. Items that generally qualify as folklore, according to the Texas Folklore Society’s website, include stories, arts, crafts, architecture, toys, games, riddles,
superstitions, home remedies and other items that represent
a society but aren’t necessarily included in the formal textbook history of it.

Class Notes

Biology Professor Robert Wallace
with manual

LIFE TOGETHER
• Morgan Webster ’04 and Keith Lopez
married on Valentine’s Day, 2008 – Congratulations!
• Pamalee Moore ’01 and Charlie
Acevedo were married on March 29,
2008 – Best Wishes!!

Events Calendar
• Curtis Wynne ’95 and wife Cherie
celebrated 25 years of marriage in November, 2007.
NEW LIFE
• Katie ’07 and Tim Amezcua welcomed daughter Mia Grace on 3/8/08

Saturday, April 19 - 8:30 am - 1:00 pm Mustang Stampede
Tuesday, April 29 – Free Enterprise
Dinner featuring LIZ MURRAY.
Saturday, May 10 – COMMENCEMENT held in the new Student Life
Center on the Southwest campus

