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All proceeds will benefit CSW students with critically needed scholarship dollars.

Platinum Sponsors
Elliot & Waldron Title & Abstract Co. Inc.
Lasco Construction Inc.
XCel Energy

Bronze Sponsors
BJ Chemical Services
Bright Ad Signs Inc.
The Print Shop

Gold Sponsors
Armstrong Construction Inc.
Lea Regional Medical Center
Maclaskey Oilfield Services Inc.
Watson Truck & Supply

Other Sponsors
Anchor Drilling Fluids USA Inc.
Coca-Cola
En Sueno Bed & Breakfast
Hobbs Floral
La Fiesta
The Model
Pacific Rim
Pizza Inn
Quizno’s
The Third Day

College of the Southwest is a Christcentered educational community
dedicated to developing men and
women for a lifetime of servant leadership by emphasizing individual faith,
responsibility, and initiative.

Silver Sponsors
Johnson Miller & Co.
Lea County State Bank
Pemco of New Mexico Inc.
Wallach Concrete Inc.

WINNING TEAMS—Special Flight*

Alumni Profiles:
CSW Alumni Honored at Annual Banquet

*(2 or more members of the CSW golf team)

1st Place: Shane Donaldson, Adrien
Valenzuela, Pete Vasquez, Daniel Hayden
2nd Place: Jim Marshall, James Schultz,
Mike Frias and RJ Lester
WINNING TEAMS
1st Place: Frank Guerrero, Steve Serna,
Ralph Skinner, George Russell
2nd Place: Ben Jaime, John Boyd, Jimmy
Curtis, Paul Waddell
3rd Place: Brad McDougle, Clifton Eaves,
Chris Gaston, Matt Dietrich

Homecoming Weekend
Florida-based music band
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College of the Southwest is a Christ-centered educational community dedicated to developing men and women for a lifetime of servant leadership by emphasizing individual faith, responsibility, and initiative.

Christian recording artists, Group 1 Crew, perform at a free outdoor concert on the CSW campus.
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Brenda Henning
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College of the Southwest
President: Dr. Gary A. Dill
Board of Trustees:
Nancy Shaw, Chair
Dr. John M. Burns
Edmundo Castaneda
Joseph L. Epstein
Heather Evans
Gary Fonay
Buster Goff
Debra Hicks

Other Homecoming Weekend
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Director of Development Operations

As part of the Homecoming Weekend activities (see
more information about the other Homecoming
activities on page 5), the Second Annual Alumni
Banquet was held in the Scarborough Memorial Library
Atrium on Oct. 6, 2007. The three CSW alumni who
were honored with awards exemplify what “service is
through example,” President Gary A. Dill commented
during the ceremony.
Amy Magness was presented with the Alumna of the
Year award. Magness graduated from Andrews (Texas)
High School in 1986. She received her A.A.S. as a
Medical Laboratory Technician from New Mexico Junior
College in 1992. Magness worked weekends as a
medical lab tech while attending College of the
Southwest to earn her B.A. in elementary education in
science. She was on the National Dean’s list in 1994
and received her degree that same year. She received
the Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year award in 1999 and
then returned to the college to pursue her masters in
education administration and earned that degree in
2001.
After teaching fourth grade at Taylor Elementary for
six years, Amy took on the responsibility of principal at
Will Rogers Elementary in Hobbs. Her school has been
featured in several newspaper articles for her creative
and motivational administrative skills.
Kristopher Otto, a 2002 English graduate of College
of the Southwest, received the Alumnus of the Year
award. While attending CSW, Otto was nominated to
Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honor Society, as well as
awards for Outstanding Performance in English and

Angie Seal takes a swing at this year’s 10th Annual Alumni
Scramble.

Reinhard Hinterreither
Mike Hoyl
Senator Gay Kernan
Betty King
Dr. George L. Klein
Judy Lunardon
Stacy Maclaskey
Sandra Newell

Mayor Monty Newman
Elyn Palmer
David Pyeatt
Dr. Prakash Ranka
Paula Smith
Samuel S. Spencer, Jr.
Barbara Tinley

Mission of The Mustang
The mission of The Mustang is to share with the alumni and friends of CSW news and happenings regarding the College and each other.

Outstanding Performance in Journalism for the 20012002 school year. Otto received the College’s
President’s Award upon graduation.
After graduating from College of the Southwest, Otto
entered New Mexico Highlands University in Las Vegas,
NM, and was nominated to Who’s Who Among
Students in American Universities and Colleges by the
Graduate School in spring 2004, and was presented
with the Leadership Award from the School of
Education. In 2006 Otto was named to Who’s Who
Among America’s Teachers and was also honored with
the Outstanding Graduate Student award and
Outstanding American Teachers award. He received his
masters in education in curriculum and instruction from
New Mexico Highlands University in May, 2007.
Most recently, Otto was named the Japanese
Fulbright Memorial Fund Scholar and participated in the
teacher exchange for fall 2007. He is currently
teaching Language Arts, Film and Newspaper at
Springer High School and is an adjunct faculty member
teaching Humanities at Luna Community College in
Springer, NM.
Christopher Joyner received the Alumni Patriot
award for his heroic service in Iraq. Joyner traveled
from Adylett, NC, to attend Homecoming Weekend, and
it was his first visit to the College of the Southwest
campus. He learned about CSW when he was
undergoing training for security personnel in Artesia,
NM. Joyner completed his bachelor’s in criminal justice
in 2005 while in Iraq where he served as a tactical
commander for the U.S. Department of State’s Tactical
Support Team.
Joyner returned to the United States last May of 2006
after he sustained injuries in a road side bombing that
caused him to lose his right eye, dislocated his jaw and
broke his cheekbone. Immediately after the attack, he
was able to maintain presence of mind to help his
driver whose arm was severed during the blast and
saved his companion’s life. Joyner has undergone 26
surgeries since the attack, but he continues with his
studies. He is completing his master’s of business
administration and is applying to Regents University law
school in Virginia Beach, Va.
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Congratulations
• Juan Leal ’87 joined Leaco as
Chief Financial Officer in July
2007.
• CSW alum, Renee Gandy ’05
received the Hobbs Middle
School “Pursuing Victory with
Honor” Coach of the Year
award. Gandy coaches volleyball at Houston Junior High
and was recognized for serving
as a role model while instilling
good sportsmanship traits.
• Lynne Tautfest ’76 was acknowledged for her 25-year
tenure at College Lane Elementary School.
• Loretta Funk ’99 was voted
Best Educator for grades 7 –
12 in this year’s Best of Lea
County awards.
• Former Hobbsan and CSW
alum, Mari Hanson , has published a children’s book entitled
“Sleepy Sun.” Hanson has donated a signed copy of her
book to the CSW Scarborough
Memorial Library.
• LaToshia Thomas ’01 and Ella
Turner ’88 led the New Mexico
chapter of The National Association of Colored Women’s
Clubs Inc. to the Southwest Regional 35th biennial convention
in Little Rock, AR, on July 26,
2007. Turner was the winner
of the Southwest Region 100
(continued on page 2)

President Gary Dill with banquet honorees Christopher Joyner, Kris Otto and Amy Magness.

CSW Enrollment Rises Seven Percent
College of the Southwest officials announced that enrollment figures for
credit hours for the fall 2007 semester
rose seven percent, compared to the end
of fall 2006.
Registration increased from 5,501
credit hours at the end of fall 2006 to
5,892 for fall 2007, and enrollment for
students is 559, up 50 students from
fall 2006, according to David Arnold,
vice-president for Student Services.
Officials cite expanded recruiting efforts as the main reason for the increase. The College of the Southwest
invested resources in recruiting outside
of Lea County to traditional (the 18-22
year age group) students and international students. Requests for housing increased 12 percent from fall of last year
to fall of this year with 142 campus residents at the start of the 2007 academic
year—up from 105 at the conclusion of
spring and 127 in fall of 2006, Arnold
said.
Dr. Gary A. Dill, president for the Col-

lege, noted the significant growth of students outside the immediate geographical area. “I remain firmly confident that
we now have the right team and strategies in place,” he said. “Next fall’s enrollment should continue the upward trend
at a sharper positive rate. It is my hope
and commitment that we will experience
an even greater percentage growth next
year.”
Last spring, staff from the College’s
Office of Admission traveled to Nepal to
establish relationships and recruit students. This fall, 13 Nepalese students
enrolled at the College of the Southwest
majoring in academic areas such as biology and global business management, according to Dr. Steve Hill, dean
for the Office of Admission.
“The College also invested resources
in advertising in national magazines directed to educators and maintaining an
Internet presence on Websites, which
generated interest in the college’s online
master’s degree program,” Hill said.

(continued from page 1)
Women in Purple Fundraiser and Thomas,
New Mexico state president, was elected
third vice president of the Southwest Region.
Several of our alums were hired this school
year in positions within area school districts:
• Gina Hutchins ’99 teaches sixth grade math
at Taylor Middle School in Lovington.
Hutchins was an instructor at NMJC for five
years and has also worked for the Lovington
Chamber of Commerce.
• Scott Henderson ’89 is the new counselor at
Taylor Middle School, Lovington.
• Linda F. Jones ’01 is teaching second grade
at Ben Alexander Elementary School, Lovington.
• Katie Amezcua ’07 is teaching first grade at
Lea Elementary School in Lovington.
• Lorna Jackson earned her masters in administration in 2001. Jackson has been
hired as the new principal at the Hobbs Alternative High School and also serves as assistant principal at Hobbs High School.
Congratulations to all of our alumni for their
outstanding achievements!

CSW Faculty News
Congratulations to our faculty for
outstanding achievements.
• Two publishers of poetry recently selected
works of Dr. Barbara McGrath, professor of
English for College of the Southwest.
Editors of the Southern Poetry Review, a
journal published by the Department of
Languages, Literature, and Philosophy of
Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah,
Ga., selected McGrath’s poem, “Shorthand
Lesson,” a piece about learning the skill of
shorthand in high school. It appears in the fall
issue of the journal.
The Finishing Line Press, a small-press
publisher in Georgetown, Ky, selected McGrath’s
chapbook, entitled Seawind Café, for publication.
The chapbook contains 18 of McGrath’s poems.
It is planned for release in early 2008.
McGrath has been on the faculty of College of
the Southwest since 2002 and teaches courses
in American and British literature and in
composition. Her poems have appeared in
several publications, including Passages North,
The Nebraska Review, Karamu, The Connecticut
River Review, and Voices West.

• Connie Massey, adjunct mathematics
professor for College of the Southwest, was
recently named as contributing editor of a
college textbook published by Best Value
Textbooks.
Massey is the contributing editor for the fifth
edition of Intermediate Algebra for College
Students, a textbook used by College of the
Southwest.
A former 24-year teacher for the Eunice Public
School system, Massey of Hobbs has been an
adjunct mathematics professor for College of the
Southwest for the past eight years.
• Nathan Krekula, assistant professor of biology
for College of the Southwest, spent two weeks
near Dinosaur National Monument near Vernal,
Utah, as director of biological services for an
archaeology dig. He was invited to attend the
dig with several noted archaeologists and during
their stay, the group uncovered evidence of 15
dinosaurs. The Creation Evidence Museum in
Glen Rose, TX, sponsored the dig.
In addition to his teaching responsibilities at
the CSW, Krekula is a faculty member for biology
at the Creation Evidence Museum in Glen Rose,
Texas. His relationship with both the college and
the museum garnered him the invitation to

Room Dedication Ceremonies Note the Spiritual Paths of Namesakes
Great American poet Robert Frost wrote about the “The Road
Not Taken” and how that made all the difference in his life.
In dedication ceremonies at College of the Southwest, the common thread was similar to Frost’s famous poem, except that it
was about the path two families did take and how that made the
difference for others’ lives.
The faith journeys of Dorothy “Gigi” Harmon and Farris and
Maxine Nelson have led directly to the service of children and education. Their legacies were honored during a dedication ceremony
on Sept. 28 for two areas of the College of the Southwest’s new
Student Life Center.
Dr. Gary A. Dill, president of College of the Southwest, unveiled
plaques dedicating The Dorothy Harmon Refreshment Center and
The Farris and Maxine Nelson Prayer Chapel and Pavilion to about
80 people, which included the college’s Board of Trustees and
friends of the college.
“The two rooms we are dedicating are representative of what
we hope this Student Life Center will mean to our college community,” Dill said in his presentation. “The Refreshment Center will
provide a means for developing the social life of our community
and the Prayer Chapel and Pavilion will be a place where our
community can come together to develop our spiritual life.”
The Refreshment Center was named after the late Dorothy “Gigi”
Harmon of Fort Worth, Texas, who is the grandmother of Paula
Smith of Hobbs, NM. Smith is a member of the college’s Board of
Trustees. During the dedication, Smith’s husband, Finn, spoke
about Harmon’s devotion to her granddaughters and her love of
education and children.

participate in the dig. In all, Krekula traveled
with 15 scientists, from around the United States
who were ecumenical in faith affiliation but with
a strong Christian point of view toward the
theory of creation, which uses the Bible as a
base along with scientific method and
archeological evidence to seek proof of creation
of life emanating from God
“There is evidence of both evolution and
creation. It is how you look at the data that
affirms your faith in either evolution or creation,”
Krekula said. “I teach evolution and creation and
taking part in this dig helped me to learn what
scientists do to understand the relative date of
the Earth.”
Krekula’s main purpose was to dig up
dinosaur fossils, but he also uncovered a
petrified tree fossil that may share relevant data
with researchers about the Earth’s age and
evidence of a world flood.
He paid for his trip out of his own personal
budget, CSW’s professional development funds,
and from a donation from a friend of the college.
He was also invited to participate in the dig next
year. Whether he goes will depend on his work
on his Ph.D. in epidemiology. He has nearly
completed classwork and will soon begin his
dissertation.

Political Analysts Speak at
Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series
Comedic political repartee was the tone
for the Fall 2007 Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series, hosted by College
of the Southwest. Featuring political pundits Tucker Carlson of MSNBC’s Tucker
show and Paul Begala, political analyst
and CNN commentator, the two verbally
jousted with each other on political
subjects such as the presidential race, the
Iraq war, and health care at both an on-
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campus question and answer session and
the main lecture held at Tydings Auditorium
on Oct. 9.
The two responded to questions from a
group of about 75 students and professors
at a special on-campus appearance. The
two later presented sometimes opposing
viewpoints to a a crowd of about 250 at
Tydings Auditorium.
The youngest anchor in MSNBC’s his-

Tucker Carson and Paul Begala answer students’ questions during their campus visit.

tory, Carlson hosts the Tucker news show
on current events in politics, world issues
and popular culture. A longtime magazine
and newspaper journalist, Carlson has reported from around the world, most recently in Iraq and Lebanon. He has been a
columnist for numerous publications, including New York magazine, Reader’s Digest, Esquire, and the New York Times.
His first book, Politicians, Partisans, and
Parasites: My Adventures in Cable News,
was published in the fall of 2003.
A frequent contributor to CNN’s political
programs, Begala was counselor to former President William J. Clinton and has
served as a political strategist for numerous campaigns across the country and
around the world. Begala has coauthored the book Is Our Children Learning?: The Case Against George W. Bush,
and he co-authored the current best-seller
Buck Up, Suck Up, and Come Back When
You Foul Up and Take It Back: Our Party,
Our Country, Our Future. Begala helped
the late John F. Kennedy, Jr., launch
George magazine and writes numerous
articles for a variety of publications.
The two co-hosted Crossfire, a current
events show that appeared on CNN until
2005.

Alumni Scholarships Awarded
The Financial Aid department has announced recipients of the Alumni
Scholarship for the Fall
2007 – Spring 2008 school
year. These deserving students are:

Undergraduate Students:
• Daniel Colvin is a sophomore
who is majoring in business/accounting. Colvin is
on the track and field team
and participates in SIFE and
Debate.
• Oscar Rodriguez, a senior
majoring in sports management, is a member of Campus Ministry and Leadership,
FCA, STAND, the Retention
Task Force, the Mission Team
and works as an RA in the

men’s dorm.
• Amanda Wier is a junior majoring in mathematics and is
a Kemper Fellow scholar.
• Treva Gosch, a senior majoring in elementary education/math works as an RA in
the women’s dorms and is a
Student Ministry Leader.

Graduate Students:
• Carmen Duncan teaches 6th
grade in Lovington and is
working on her master of science in education.
• Kayleen Stingley is working
towards her master of science in education and is a
member of the Alpha Chi
Honor Society.

Class Notes
NEW LIFE
Kristi Corder ‘00 welcomed twin daughters, Allison Michelle Corder and
Abigail Nichole Corder, on August 12th and August 13, 2007.
LIFE TOGETHER:
Nikki Upton (current student) and Curtis Greer married on July 14, 2007
– Congratulations!
Veronica Benavidez ‘06 and James Torrez married on October 13, 2007
– Best Wishes!
Finn and Paula Smith with their children, Nathan and Shaye, in the Dorothy “Gigi” Harmon
Refreshment Center.

Events Calendar
Thursday, November 15 – Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfast at the Lea
County Event Center at 6:00 a.m. Students $2.00 – Adults $4.00. For
more info, please call Kevin Richardson @ 392-6561, ext. 1017.
Thursday, November 29 – LES Lecture, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.,
Scarborough Memorial Library
March 13, 2008 – The Jack Maddox Distinguished Lecture Series
presents TONY DUNGY, coach of the Superbowl Champion
Indianapolis Colts. FREE tickets will be available at the end of
January. Call CSW for ticket information.
April 29, 2008 – Free Enterprise Dinner featuring LIZ MURRAY.
Individual tickets are $50 per person. Sponsorships are also
available. Contact Laurie Ekaitis at 505-392-6565 x1014 for
more information.
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A love of children and the Nelsons’ faith journey also were
noted by the Rev. Wade Rials, pastor for the couple at First Baptist
Church, Hobbs, where they are members. In his remarks, Rials related a story that he said epitomizes the Nelsons’ commitment to
service.
Every Wednesday, the First Baptist Church invites children from
the Boys and Girls club for a supper and church activities. “One
night, I looked up and there were the Nelsons sitting in the middle
of a bunch of kids,” Rials said.
The multi-million dollar, 35,000-square-foot building is near
completion. The Student Life Center also houses a physical fitness center, offering aerobic/cardiovascular equipment,
whirlpools, and free weights. Two classrooms are also in the Student Life Center to enable teaching of physical education and

other subjects, and several staff members of the Athletic Department will be headquartered in the building. Another section of the
building is devoted to a chapel, allowing for small, intimate gatherings or religious services for the campus and area residents.

Farris and Maxine Nelson pose in front of the naming plaque in the Prayer Chapel and Pavilion.

Share Your News!!
Have you recently been married or do you have a new little bundle of joy? Do you have a new job you are excited about? College of the Southwest would like to hear from you! Share your
news with classmates and the CSW community by completing
and mailing in the form below. Your news may be printed in the
next issue of The Mustang. Our newsletter is published 3 times
per year and will include as many alumni updates as space allows. Send completed form to CSW, Attn: Laurie Ekaitis, 6610
Lovington Hwy., #501, Hobbs, NM 88240
CSW Alumni & Friends Information Update Form
Dr. / Mr. / Mrs. / Miss (circle one)
Name ___________________________ CSW Alum?_________
Address ____________________________________________
City _______________________ State _______ Zip _________
Home Phone (
) __________________________________
Email Address _______________________________________
Employer ___________________________________________
Job Title ___________________________________________
Degree Earned at CSW ________________________________
Month/year _________________________________________
Major/Minor ________________________________________
Birthday ___________________________________________
Wedding Anniversary _________________________________
Maiden name or name used while at CSW _________________
Spouse _________________________ CSW Alum?_________
Spouse Degree Earned at CSW __________________________
Month/year _________________________________________
Spouse Major/Minor __________________________________
Children (Names/Ages) ________________________________
__________________________________________________
Additional Info _______________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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